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there is an ample amount of evidence that shows that air pollution is 
one of the biggest killers in developing countries. 

Speaking on the opening session of the workshop, Ms. Sumi Mehta, Se-
nior Director and Research and Evaluation from the Global Alliance for 
Clean Cookstoves underlined that in terms of public health, “it is not 
only emission we have to worry about; but also how we can character-
ise, quantify and seek to reduce exposure to air pollution.” 

During the three day workshop, the participants were able to familiarise 
themselves with available online data sources related to household air 
pollution and related illnesses. They also were given the chance to gain 
hands-on experience with various household air pollution monitoring 
devices, including calibration, launching, placement, and data manage-
ment.  On the third day, the participants visited three households in the 
Kechene neighbourhood of Addis Ababa, where they practiced placing 
household air-monitoring equipment in a real world setting. 

The training was given by a team of international experts in collabora-
tion with HoA-REC&N and the Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves, a 
public-private partnership that protects the environment by creating a 
thriving global market for clean and efficient household cooking solu-
tions
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HoA-REC&N Hosts Household Air Pollution Monitoring 
Workshop 

A GEO-Health workshop aimed at enhancing the capac-
ity of researchers to measure exposure to household air 
pollution (HAP) was held at HoA-REC&N Headquarters 
in Addis Ababa. The workshop, which took place from 
25th-27th July 2016, gathered about 40 participants and 
included trainees from GEO-Health countries research-
ing air pollution and respiratory health and international 
experts from the University of California Berkeley, Uni-
versity of Southern California, and the Global Alliance for 
Clean Cookstoves. 

Present at the event was Mr. Dagnew Tadesse, who spoke 
on behalf of H.E. Dr. Kebede Worku, Health Minister of 
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. While ex-
plaining the various health and environment related 
problems caused by household air pollution, Mr. Tadesse 
stressed that it was time to tackle air pollution using dif-
ferent scientific methods. 

Approximately, 50 per cent of the global population and 90 per cent 
of households in developing countries rely on solid fuels – including 
wood, dung, grass, and coal – for cooking and heating. Household air 
pollution from the use of these fuels is associated with acute lower 
respiratory infection – a leading cause of child morbidity and mortality. 
It is also linked to a number of chronic health outcomes in adults, and 

Participants recieved hands-on training in the field when they visited 
Addis Ababa’s Kechene neighborhoood
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Thank you to our sponsors for making this months issue of the Horn 
Blower Light possible.

CBE Ethiotrail Aims to Conserve and Promote Abijatta 
Shalla Lakes National Park

The third edition of the Commercial Bank of Ethiopia (CBE) Ethiotrail 
trail race will be held in Abijatta Shalla Lakes National Park and aims to 
promote tourism and trail running, while protecting the environment. 
The race, which will be held on the 7th August 2016, is expected to 
bring together nearly 500 international and local participants. The par-
ticipants will run or hike three distances: 12 km, 21 km and 42km. 

Speaking at a press conference held at the HoA-REC&N Headquarters, 
Mr. Gebregziabher Gebremariam, professional runner and Co-Founder 
of RIA Ethiopia (Ethiotrail’s organizer), reiterated that the third edition 
of Ethiotrail, like the previous races, aims to add value to the communi-
ty by promoting sustainable tourism and natural resources in Ethiopia. 
Speaking at the press conference, Mr. Dawud Mume, Executive Direc-
tor of the Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority (EWCA), said that 
sport events such as Ethiotrail could play an important role in bringing 
about behavioral change among the local community regarding park 
management. He also highlighted the role it could play in building posi-
tive image of the country. Representatives from the Oromia Culture 
and Tourism Bureau, Ethiopia Tourism Organization and the  Commer-
cial Bank of Ethiopia, which is a title sponsor of the 3rd Edition of the 
CBE Ethiotrail, were present at the press conference.

According to the organizers, the event will raise awareness of the en-
vironmental challenges facing the Abijatta Shalla Lakes National Park, 
while contributing to the socio-economic development of the people 
living in and around the Park. RIA Ethiopia Sports contributes 20% of 

the registration fee towards conservation and socio-economic develop-
ment activities in the park. Income obtained from the previous races 
was used to support schools found in and around the park. The finisher 
medals for the race are made from local materials by the local commu-
nity, as a means to generate income. In addition to supporting the park, 
RIA Ethiopia will support young athletes by sponsoring their participa-
tion in the CBE Ethiotrail – it gives them the opportunity to compete in 
an international trail run in their home country. 

Abijatta Shalla Lakes National park is known for its beautiful rift valley 
landscape, volcanic mountains, beautiful hot springs and Abijatta and 
Shalla Lakes, which host more than 10,000 flamingos. However, at the 
same time, it is one of the most vulnerable parks in Ethiopia, heav-
ily encroached by the growing number of human and livestock popu-
lation. HoA-REC&N is currently working with EWCA, Rift Valley Lakes 
Basin Authority (RVLBA), Ethiopian Wildlife and Natural History Soci-
ety (EWNHS), and Wetlands International on a project called “Climate 
Resilient Site Network of Africa-Eurasian Flyway.” The project aims to 
guide the development of a coherent and climate resilient network 
of protected or otherwise managed areas that are internationally im-
portant for the conservation of migratory birds in the African-Eurasian 
flyway. The Ziway Catchment, which includes Abijatta Shalla Lakes Na-
tional Park, is important part of the flyway, and HoA-REC&N is focused 
on community based climate change adaptation here

Athlete and RIA Ethiopia Co-founder, Gebregziabher Gebremariam (second from left) 
leads discussion at the CBE Ethiotrail press conference

Participants enjoying the run at the 2015 Ethiotrail
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