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The celebration and discussion event was attended by representatives 
from various youth groups.  These included, amongst others, Horn 
of Africa Leadership and Learning for Action (HOLLA), Rotract Club of 
Ra’ey, Youth Champions Initiative (YCI), World Merit’s Merit360, Ethi-
opian Council for Higher Opportunities (ECHO) and Youth for Change 
Ethiopia
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Youth Groups Commemorate International Youth Day at 
HoA-REC&N Headquarters

The Consortium of Youth Development Organizations in 
Ethiopia (COYDOE) celebrated the International Youth 
Day on 12th August 2016.  In an event organized in part-
nership with HoA-REC&N, COYDOE commemorated the 
day by planting indigenous tree seedlings at Gullele Bo-
tanic Garden and conducting a panel discussion at HoA-
REC&N’s headquarters. 

A total of 42 participants took part in an event celebrated 
worldwide under the theme: “The Road to 2030: Eradi-
cating Poverty and Achieving Sustainable Consumption 
and Production.”  The participants discussed the roles 
of Ethiopian youth in achieving the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and complementing the country’s Cli-
mate Resilient Green Economy Strategy (CRGE). 

The discussions highlighted the need to view the global 
goals as an opportunity for young people to realize and 
achieve their own hopes and aspirations. The partici-
pants emphasized the need for a strong partnership and interlinked 
approaches towards tackling challenges of SDGs. They called for an ur-
gent realization of equal access to knowledge and resources by young 
people achieve their full potential. 

The discussion during the COYDOE and HoA-REC&N organized event 
focused on youth and the Sustainable Development Goals
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Young people got their hands dirty but had a good time during the celebration of 
International Youth Day

Several different youth groups from Addis Ababa were present in Gullele Botanic Garden and worked 
together to plant indigenous trees in the gardens
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Thank you to our sponsors for making this months issue of the Horn 
Blower Light possible.

Addis Ababa University and International Academia Lost a 
Fine Scholar 

HoA-REC&N’s Executive Director and staff were shocked to hear the 
sudden death of Prof. Ensermu Kelbessa and express their deepest 
condolences for the renowned lecturer and researcher at Addis Ababa 
University. Prof. Ensermu, who was a scientist par excellence, an inspir-
ing teacher and a person who loved his country to the hilt, passed away 
on 14 August 2016. The funeral service of Prof. Ensermu took place at 
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Addis Ababa, on 15 August 2016. 

Prof. Ensermu received his MSc degree in Botany and BSc degree in 
Biology from Addis Ababa University in 1982 1978 respectively and got 
his PhD in Systematic Botany in 1990 from Uppsala University, Sweden. 
Since 1978, Professor Ensermu had been selflessly serving in different 
administrative positions at Addis Ababa University.  He was the curator 
of the National Herbarium at the University, Chair of Plant and Biodi-
versity Management Programme, and lately, Head of Plant Biology and 
Biodiversity Management Department. 

Prof. Ensermu was among those who initiated the establishment of 
Gullele Botanic Garden in  Addis Ababa. Despite some hiccups regard-
ing his involvement in the GBG development process, Prof. Ensermu 
remained flexible, responsible and committed, and he always put gross 
amount of rewarding effort for the substantial gain of the Gullele Bo-
tanical Garden. Prof. Ensermu was also instrumental for the successful 
completion of the GBG design competition and subsequent reviews of 
the proposed design solutions of the winning entry.

Professor Ensermu was an initiator and a founding member of sever-
al initiatives. He was a founding member of the Biological Society of 
Ethiopia, where he served as president from 2002-2014. He was also a 
founding member and associate editor of Ethiopia Journal on Biologi-
cal Sciences.  He also initiated and coordinated a Thematic Research 
Project titled: “Flora and Fungal Diversity, Ethno-botany and Carbon 
Sequestration of Western and South-Western Ethiopia.” Prof. Ensermu 
was also Board Chair and member of several associations including 
Environment and Coffee Forest Forum (ECFF), Ethiopian Wildlife and 
Natural History Society, Ethiopian Heritage Trust, International Asso-
ciation of Plant Taxonomy, etc. He was awarded by Patenschaften für 
Biologische Vieltfalt e.V from Germany, and recognized as a member of 
the Species Survival Commission of International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN) and the Eastern African Plants Red List Authority. 
He has also authored and co-authored more than 20 research findings.

Prof. Ensermu was survived by his wife, three children and four grand 
children. Nothing can ever replace the amazing person he was and 
HoA-REC&N would like to convey its condolences to the fine scholar 
that we lost and wish his family and co-workers the best as they move 
towards completion of his legacy

Professor Ensermu Kelbessa, one of the initiators of the Gullele Botanic Garden, was 
a speaker at the garden’s inaugural ceremony

Professor Ensermu Kelbessa, a scientist par excellence and devoted husband and 
father, passed away on 14 August 2015

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 H
oA

-R
EC

&
N

, 2
01

6

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 fl
ic

kr
.c

om


